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V/ INTER  HOMES  EOR  BIRDS 


Scattering  "bread  crumbs  on  the  window  sill  for  hungry  "birds 
is  doing  a  good  turn,   but  providing  suitable  shelters  may  be  even  more  appre- 


ciated when  winter  comes. 


says  people 


(Specialist  in  wildlife  conservation) 
are  inclined  to  neglect  one  important  matter  in  bird  conservation,   the  provi- 
sion of  suitable  roosting  quarters  for  cold  weather.     Nest  boxes  left  up  during 
the  year  fill  this  need  in  part,  but  more  can  be  done.     A  large  hollow  tree, 
partitioned  into  apartments,  may  become  the  winter  haven  for  a  number  of  birds 

belonging  to  several  valued  species,   such  as  

(woodpeckers,   titmice,  nuthatches, 


chickadees,  wrens,  owls) 


calls  attention  to  a  Farmers'  Bulletin  published 


by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C,  no.   1456,  "Homes 
for  Birds",  which  describes  winter  shelters.     Some  of  its  suggestions  adapted 


to 


conditions  are  about  winter  roosting  boxes.     These  "should  be 


(State ) 

waterproof  and  firmly  attached  to  their  supports,  nlaced  at  an  average  height 
of  8  or  10  feet,  with  a  southerly  exposure  for  the  entrance.     They  may  well 
be  located  in  a  sheltered  spot  to  give  added  warmth  and  should  have  the  usual 
protection  from  cats  and  squirrels.     A  sheet-metal  guard,   tacked  closely  to 
pole  or  tree,  will  keep  out  four-footed  marauders.     The  entrance  to  winter 
roosting  boxes  should  be  rather  low,  so  that  the  warmth  which  accumulates  may 
rise  and  be  held  at  the  top  of  the  box.     The  perches  within  should  be  arranged 
so  that  none  is  directly  over  another." 
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